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IASN NEWS

The president of each division or an alternative representative attends the board meetings, which are three times a year, January, May and October at the annual conference. They bring the issues and concerns of their divisions to these meetings.  The board of directors wants to know how we can help to meet the needs of all members in all parts of the state. Any IASN member can send ideas/concerns to be discussed at the board meetings via their president/representative. We welcome your input.  IASN is investigating the possibility of using different technology to enhance our meetings. 

Election of Officers 
Spring election will be in May, 2014. Watch for your ballot in the US mail. Everyone is encouraged to be part of the voting process. E-voting is being investigated for the 2015 elections.

The IASN website is being updated in design, functionality, and security. Updates will follow.

Many PEL (certified) school nurses are retiring this school year. Unless the PEL-CSNs look into applying for these positions, the districts may fill the vacancies with RNs because they are the applicants!

Division News
 Many divisions are holding elections this spring. Consider becoming an active board member at the division level. This opens the door to many exciting new experiences for the PEL-CSN’s of the future.

Divisions that are planning educational programs need to notify Mary Girardi at girardi6@comcast.net for information about giving CPDU’s and CNE’s.  The Ed Cert. committee is looking into obtaining a provider for our CNE’s through IASN. Thank you to Mary and the committee for their hard work on this topic.

Mark your calendars: 
The annual IASN Conference will be October 24/25, 2014 in Rockford.  The theme is "The Art of Nursing".  IASN is working on being able to accept credit card payments.  Hopefully this will be set up in time for conference registration.

ISBE NEWS 

So far 200 nurses have expressed interest in the program “RNs in Schools: Your role in Special Education. This program helps RNs learn about the special education medical review and IEP goals. The RNs must pass this course to conduct the medical review and write IEP goals to satisfy the law change effective 7/1/ 2016.  There will be multiple offering of this course, the first one started April 16 and will end May 27. The next session will start 
June 25. 

See this link for more information on the course, RNs in Schools: Your Role in Special Education, designed for those RNs who do not hold ISBE license endorsed for school nursing but who nevertheless are required to provide educational evaluation of students through the special education process and need to have the authorization from ISBE to continue doing so after June 30, 2016.  http://www.isbe.net/school_health.htm.

IASN FOUNDATION NEWS
You are all invited to attend the scholarship fundraiser, “Purses for Nurses” at the 2014 October IASN Conference in Rockford, October 23-24. Each division will be donating a purse for auction. Individual donations are always welcome. The more purses available for auction, the more fun the bidding “wars” are!

Scholarships and Awards:  
The Foundation offers several scholarships and awards each year.
- Two $500 scholarships and 1 year IASN membership to individuals working towards becoming a professional educator licensed school nurse.  
- $1,000 Margaret Winters scholarship for a PEL-CSN towards a school nursing related graduate degree
- $500 Research award for completed research
- $200 Mini Grant to help fund research/project
- $100 Achievement Award   for a contribution to School Nursing (project, journal article, poster presentation, innovative program) 
There is still time to apply this year.  Applications are due June 1st.  More information and application forms are available on the IASN website under "services" - “awards".

Research Committee
The research committee has suggested a name change for its committee to “IASN Inquiry and Innovation Committee”. This will be considered and decided by the Foundation Board. There was discussion concerning Poster Presentations at the conferences. IASN would like to see more nurses participating.  Ideas included, having the poster presentations be electronic and be shown on a big screen throughout the conference. Thank you to Robin Shannon for directing us forward toward the future! How exciting!  

Kudos Corner

A big thank you to all the board members attending the meeting and to the members and their committees for all the time consuming work being done on behalf of IASN.

Northwest Division has donated $300.00 to the IASN Foundation. This was monies received during their educational meeting program.  Thank you Northwest.

This bears repeating---It is important to recognize all the good things our members are doing. Please continue to send any information on recognitions, awards, newspaper articles, published articles, presentations to other groups, etc. to Barb Wicks or Linda Gibbons. We would like to hear what each and every member is doing in their career as school nurses. This is the forum to inform everyone! Don’t be shy or afraid to toot your own horn!!!  

Barb Wicks RN MS MEd PEL-CSN NCSN     IASN Webmaster/NewsBlast Editor
image1.emf

image2.jpeg




